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NEW FRONTIERS RESEARCH AWARD 

The OMT New Frontiers Research Award recognises the efforts of visionary early-to-mid-career researchers 

determined to build high-performance research teams and the South African academy. 

The award is intended to provide researchers with the freedom and flexibility to pursue their research, without 

bureaucratic constraints, helping them produce significant work and gain international recognition. 

It is a five-year award, with a monetary value of R1.5 million per annum. 

Who we award 

We are looking to back forward-thinking innovative individuals with a clearly defined research vision, who want 

to build a team around them to perform cutting-edge research. You need to be committed to collaboration 

and have a proven research track record combined with leadership experience. The research must have 

relevance not only to South Africa, but also regionally or globally. 

We encourage applications from all disciplines. The award is open to anyone who wants to pursue research at 

a recognised research institution based in South Africa. 

How to apply 

Your application must be submitted on our applications portal, and no emailed documents will be accepted 

by the Trust.  

Shortlisted applications will be interviewed by our panel in person in Johannesburg in early 2025.  

Please be mindful of the timeframes indicated below. 

Please contact newfrontiers@omt.org.za if you have any queries. 

Deadlines and guidelines 

Concept note submissions open:   19 August 2024 

Deadline for concept note submissions:  30 September 2024 

 

Full applications open:     1 November 2024  

Full applications close:     22 January 2025 

  

https://omt.smartsimpleuk.com/s_Login.jsp
mailto:newfrontiers@omt.org.za
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Application form 

All questions in the application form are mandatory. We have included sections to upload supporting 

documents where applicable. 

Research Experience 

Research excellence and professional activities 

Please provide detail of the below:  

a) Academic awards 

b) Scholarships, and research grants/funding awarded (description, year, amount) 

c) Any other awards / accolades relevant to this application 

d) Other relevant professional activities (advisory panels, editorial boards, etc.) 

750 word limit 

 

Research productivity and impact  

Please re-attach from the concept note, your: 

a) CV 

b) Publication history summary 

c) Full publication list  

Please list your 3-5 most significant publications and explain the one you are most proud of and why.  

Please complete the table and provide a list of your 3 most significant conference presentations, and any 

keynote lectures (topic, date, location, significance of audience reached) 

1 000 word limit 

 

Supervision and leadership experience 

Please list the number and level of students supervised and provide detail of other leadership and mentorship 

responsibilities.  

500 word limit 

Intended Research 

Topic 

Please state your research topic or title of the proposed research project. 

 

Knowledge area 

What is your field of expertise, and what is your vision to expand this knowledge domain?  

500 word limit 

 

Relevance and significance of research 

Please describe: 

a) The benefit(s) of conducting this research in South Africa 

b) The benefits to Africa and/or globally? 

c) The impact on local communities, if applicable 

500 word limit 

 

Research plan 

Please provide detail on your 5-year research plan, including but not limited to: 

a) The specific aims of the research  

b) Research methodology and activities 

c) Timelines and milestones 

3 000 word limit 
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Proposed research team 

Please describe your plans to build a world-class research team. Please include the numbers and types of 

researchers (qualifications, experience) that you would want to include in your team 

500 word limit 

 

Budget 

Please provide detail on how you will allocate the R1.5 million per annum.  

Please allow for a maximum of 10% to be allocated to the University as an overhead fee. 

Please upload any supporting documents. 

Host Institution 

Host institution 

What level of commitment and support do you have from the institution that will host your work? 

 

You should include the amount of time that you will be able to commit to research with the institution’s support. 

You may also elaborate on access to resources (such as labs and equipment), mentoring and academic 

support, financial contributions, and the like.  

 

If available at this stage, please upload any letters of support or MOUs. While proof of support is not mandatory 

at this point, shortlisted candidates will be required to provide evidence of support from their nominated host 

institution. 

250 word limit 

 

Collaborations 

Please describe any relationships you have with other faculties, institutions, centres of excellence (locally 

and/or internationally) and how you envisage leveraging these? 

500 word limit 

 

References 

Applicants must nominate 3 references and provide their email addresses. 

Referees must be familiar with applicant’s current research activities and be well-placed to attest to the quality 

of their work, leadership ability and academic achievements. A diverse range of references is preferable. 

Please note, applications cannot be considered for adjudication until all reference letters have been submitted. 


